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Happy Half Term

What a fabulous start to this academic year - the children have settled
well into their new class and there has been some fabulous learning
going on across school. A huge well done to all of our new starters in
Nursery and Reception — you have all been superstars. Keep it up next half
term Team SGS! Huge thank you to the staff for their continued efforts to
create the best possible experiences for the children. We hope you all
have a fabulous half term break and look forward to seeing you on
Monday 3" November.

SGS Pumpkin Festival

WOW - what an amazing response to our pumpkin competition organised by the Friends of Springmoor Grange.
Huge congratulations to everyone who took part and a special well done to our winning entries — the Children’s
Leadership Team found it very tricky! We had a huge 205 entries. They were all superb and the whole school enjoyed
having a spooky walk through them this morning. Thank you for taking the time to participate.

Parent Governor Vacancy
We currently have a vacancy for a Parent Governor. This is an exciting opportunity for you to join the Governing
Board and continue the ongoing work to continually improve the school.

The link below has further information from the National Governance Association about being a Parent Governor:
https://www.nga.org.uk/knowledge-centre/the-parent-governor-role/

If you are interested or would like to know more about the role, please contact Pam Sneath, our Chair of Governors,
by emailing p.sneath600@durhamlearning.net. The last date for expressing interest is Friday 7th November.

Book Fair

Thank you to all families who came to visit the book fair this year, it was lovely to see so
many of you! All orders have been processed and should be heading our way very soon.
Any that arrive before half term will be sent home - if for any reason you do not receive
your books or there are titles missing, please don't worry. These may have needed to be
restocked and should be here straight after the holidays.

Adam Bushnell t

Our three days with Adam Bushnell in school have been fantastic and we have

thoroughly enjoyed working with him again. There were sessions involving dinosaurs,

trains, battles and everything in between. We truly love visits like this which help inspire our children to love reading
and writing all the more. Thank you Adam, we look forward to seeing you again next year!
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https://www.nga.org.uk/knowledge-centre/the-parent-governor-role/

Year 5 Parent Workshop - Tuesday 4" November - 8:45am
On the Tuesday after the half term break , it will be the turn of all of our Year 5 families to join for our Maths
Workshop, a chance for us to share information about the Y5 Maths Curriculum and for you to try some of the
activities with the children. The event will begin at 8:45am in the Main Hall, aiming to finish at 9:30am. If you are
unable to make it, please don't worry, as all information will be sent home as well. We look forward to seeing as

many of you there as possible.

Reception Parent Workshop - Thursday 6" November - 2pm

On the Thursday after the half term break , it will be the turn of all of our Reception families to join us for our Phonics
Workshop, a chance for us to share information about our phonics scheme and for you to try some of the activities
that we use in school and you can use at home. The event will begin at 2pm in the Main Hall. If you are unable to
make it, please don't worry, as all information will be sent home as well. We look forward to seeing as many of you
there as possible.

Weekly Class Charts Top Scorers

Year 1 Theo P, Oliver P and Zara R Year 4 Kyle E
Year 2 Archie W, Frankie G and Lillie M Year 5 Paisley P
Year 3 Ronan Q Year 6 Nell M

Attendance and Punctuality

Overall attendance for the week is 93.8% and the Year Group with the highest attendance is Year 6
with 95.1%. The overall school attendance for the academic year is 94.8% for the whole school and
95.6% for children in Reception to Year 6.

The Primary starts at 8:30am, with the gates opening from 8:20am. Please ensure that your child is at
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school on time so that they do not miss out on any learning. This week, we have had 97 late minutes and lost

learning time.



Dates for the Diary

Friday 24t October

Close for Half Term

Monday 3" November

Open for Autumn Term 2

Tuesday 4™ November

8:30am - Year 5 Parent Workshop

Wednesday 5™ November

PM - M and M Production — Robin Hood

Thursday 6™ November

2pm — Reception Phonics Workshop

WC 10t November

Anti-Bullying Week — Power for Good

Monday 10™" November

Anti-Bullying Week — Wear Odd Socks

Friday 14" November

Children in Needs — Spots Galore
Suggested Donation — Food Bank Items

Saturday 22" November

10am - 2pm - Springmoor Grange Christmas Fair

Monday 24" November

Reception — Year 6 Flu Vaccinations

Thursday 27™ November

Friends of SGS Non-Uniform Day
Suggested Donation - Chocolate

Friday 28t November

PD Day - School Closed

Monday 15 and Tuesday 2" December

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 visiting Santa at
Spennymoor Town Hall

Wednesday 3 December

1:45pm — Nursery Christmas Stay and Play and Crafts

Thursday 4" December

1:45pm — Reception Christmas Crafts

Friday 5" December

10:20am and 1:45pm — Buttercups Christmas Stay
and Play

Wednesday 10" December

9:30am and 2pm — Reception Christmas Performance

Thursday 11% December

9:30am and 2pm Year 3/4 Christmas Performance

Thursday 11% December

Christmas Jumper Day
Suggested Donation — £1

Monday 15" December

9:30am and 2pm Nursery Christmas Performance

Tuesday 16" December

9:30am and 2pm Y1/2 Christmas Performance

Wednesday 17" December

9:30am and 2pm Year 5/6 Christmas Performance

Thursday 18™ December

Christmas Party Day

Friday 19t December

Close for Christmas Break

Monday 5t January 2026

Open for the Spring Term




Safeguarding Update - Fire Safety

At The Notiendl Colloge, ouwr WanoUpWearasaay guides empower and equip POrents, 00rers ond aaueators with the confidence and procticol skils to be able to have indormed ana age-oppropeiate
corwersations wikh chikdran about oniine satety, mentol hecith ond welbeing. ond cimate change. Formarly deliversd by National Gnline Salety, thase guices now address wick: topics and thames
For furthes guides, hints and tips, please visil naticncicolege com.
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TEACHING CHILDRENFIRE SAFETY.|

Fire safety s especially important around Bonlire Night, os fireworks, bontires and sparkiers add extra risks for families and young
childran, Evary yaar in the UK, thousands of accidents occur due te improper handiing of fireworks and neglecting fire safety \
maasures. This guide offers practical tips for keaping chikdren safe whan handling averything from lireworks to space heoters
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BONFIRE NIGHT : & BONFIRE SAFETY
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! AWARENESS

Sonfire Nght ia axciting. but it comes with
soverol inhecont rieks iducote children cbout

1he dargees of frmworks and open Homes. Teacs  AeGcG_—_.

Iham Mot only edults should pandle Rreworks

ana that bonfires should never be oppeoached
Coep children ot o 1ofe distance (ot least Pyn
muties eway) from Bonfives ond aepioin miy -
upervision s crociof during these svents

2 FIREWORK USE

Tireworks should onty be handled by responsie
0duits who arne falowing UK laws and guidelves
Make sure (o buy feeworks that meet Bricish
Randards and adbers to ofl instructions that
come with them. Xeep chiidren o sultable
distance from any Brework activity ond
dosignate an adult to superyvise the svent
Tneurs no one gous necr firewarks after they v
hean lit

3 SPARKLER SAFETY

Sporders are oftun captvating foe ltthe ones, but
thay con burn ot extremely Nigh temperatures
over LOCO =CY Only cllow cildran cver the age of
Thvw 10 waw sporbiers, ond moke s they weor
gloves. Toach tham to hold sposkiers ot oem's
Sength ond naver wave them mear others, Once a
sparkie has burned aut, sxtingush it lully ina
bucke! of woter - which you should prepare
Betorenand and ol ways keep noary

>
ORGANISED iy
DISPLAYS ARE SAFER =

I potubie, fomibes should Sllead oo
organicod flireworks diaploy rother thon halding
one ot homae, These tend to be for saler os

thay re run by professiancis cdharning to strict
sofety reguictions. Organised deplays alse
provide a controlled enwiranment where
chdaran can anjoy ths evect Fom o sale
distance, reducing the sk ol accidents

)

¢ KEEP FIREWORKS
AWAY FROM THE HOME

# you are hasting your ewn firswarks

disptary, set them off well away froem ”
homea, sheds or lances to avold stovting
occidentol fires. Choose o wide-open space
with no Slammaobie maoterlols noorty end keep
ameoans of putting out fires to hond In cose of
smergency - such os 0 bucket of water, g hase

or a fiew wxtinguisher, AMaraards, seaure that ob
freworks are fully extinguished and neves

atiermpt to refght ane if it doeen'tgo ot

P
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It yourre bullding a bontire, ploce it well

away lrom trees, bulldings, lences or anything
wise Fommaobie, Make sore Ity strocturally
sound and hol at risk of cobopsing. Only burn
notural motecials ke wood and leaves, ovoiding
petrol or other acoalerorts. Chilidren should be
ket for cway from the Donfire, and it should
olwarys be wwpsrvited by adulis. Be sure to haly
watinguish the bonfirm batarm you leave A
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7 STOP, DROP
AND ROLL"

Emaure that ehiidran know what 10 do If their
clathing cotches fire. Taach them the simple
“stop, drop and roll® technigque, mhich con
quicidy extinguish Hames, Proctice this with
them belore events like Bonfire Night, 5o they
fwal conficsent it the need to use it arizes, It can
el ba helpdul to keep andther rmeans of pulting
out these kKinds of fires on standby, Just in cose
An natinguicher or Farme-tetardant blonket are
Both sound choices

1ir =\, \ A/

g SECURE CANDLES
AND OPEN FLAMES

Beyond Bontiro Night, everydoy fieo safaty is oo
creciol Condies com bo o common tire huroed,
wipecictly in homes with young chiidoan. Teacs
chibdren hot 10 touch any open flomes, ond
onsure condies are plocod Im sturdy holders
oway fro ombortibis motenals Never scaww
candius, iIncense Burmerns of other e
unattendoed, ond always extinguiah them fully
batorw leoving a room ar going 1o bed
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o EDUCATE ABOUT
FIREWORKS HAZARDS

Moke sure children uncerstond the

dangars of playing ith lire or fireworks

o Row Lo Hondle such things rasponsiiily.
EMphasise thot Fraworks 0re ned toys ond com
COUBE NoUs NLIes when improporty wsed
[ the imperiance al ing firs
With tespect 0nd Ihe consequences of misule,
which can halp termpor any ouriosity and ony
resulton| dangerous bebaviour

10 FIRST AID FOR BURNS

Even I you hove the best possitie precoutions

in ploce, cocidonts con st hoppen. Keep o

first ald k& on hand., Ensure you know how to
cpply basie first 0id to burns, 80 you can

teach childron those techrigues too. If 20Mwone
waflors o bum, run & under cool woter for 20-30
rEARS. Never Ute Cradms o oltments, o
thede retain heot 0nd can couse further Camage.
Instead, seek medioal belp ¥ the bum is serious

The

Jamaes Wirwion s an experenced health and salety sxpert who (s o . Not'ond
Chartared Membe: of the Institution of Ostupational Safwty and

Mectth. He peovides services 10 educationed tettings ond many cther Co"ege'
Industrioa. holping tham to maintoin o sofe working sewironment P

Y
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Users of this guide do 0 ot tholr swn discretion. No Habdity is emtered into. Current as of the dote of releose: 09.10.2024




Class News - Falcon

On Wednesday afternoon,

we enjoyed spending time
with our buddies
decorating wooden

pumpkins.

In Science we dissected
pigs’ hearts and identified
all of its parts. All children
joined in and thoroughly

enjoyed it!

The funal Loy

We took part in an amazing W e i il e et o g ¢ 7 g s e i
workshop with Adam Bushnell s e b s

Primay school logxrds force and taen

where we planned and wrote a Wy o s e o
story about a Victorian abandoned 3:‘"‘-}'.“‘7:
setting.
On Thursday, we performed out poem =
‘The Last Train” in our school poetry

slam.
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