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Springmoor Grange School Newsletter
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Children in Need - Food Bank Donations pv Y W o~ Y W
WOW, WOW, WOW - THANK YOU VERY MUCH! We have once again been overwhelmed Enﬁildl“en e
to receive so many food donations from families. Your astonishing generosity is very in Need
much appreciated and the donations have all been delivered to Durham Food Bank, where

they were gratefully received. They will make a huge difference to local families who need g. ' .
a little bit of support at this current time. In addition, the collection at the gate made over ¢ e

£70. ® ‘9: B

Neville Close Gate - Top of Field

As last year, we would like to remind you that we may need to close this gate when the weather becomes cold and
the paths icy due to health and safety reasons. A decision will be made by 7:30am and an email sent out via Arbor to
give you time to use one of the other gates. If you do not hear from us, then the gate will be open as normal. Thank
you in advance for your understanding about this — we just want to ensure everyone is safe.

What is happening in Nursery?

This half term, we are going to be practising our self-help skills whilst trying to put our coats on and take them off
again too. We will be talking about things that we do at home and things that are special to us. The children will
enjoy listening to stories about celebrations and will practise making marks on paper. In our physical development
we will be practising large whole arm, elbow and wrist movements. The children will continue to enjoy weekly PE
sessions, focusing on climbing, rolling and other large movements. We will be talking about the upcoming
celebration of Christmas and how it is special to us. The children will help to decorate Nursery in preparation for
Christmas.

Light and Dark in Reception

We are in store for a very busy half term - we are beginning to send reading books home now, attending assemblies
with the rest of the school and even working towards a special performance. We have no doubt that the children will
continue to impress their friends, parents/carers and teachers with their confidence and attitude to learning! Out
topic this half term is Light and Dark - we will be observing the changes in daylight and night time and talking about
why this happens. We will read a story called Night Monkey Day Monkey which teaches us about nocturnal animals -
we will be learning about the nocturnal animals which are native to our country. In Art, we will be investigating how
to make different shades of colours by making them lighter and darker - wait until you see some of the Art we
produce this half term. We will soon begin our preparations for Christmas too - we have lots of fun in store for when
we have finished our learning. Although we have all these lovely things planned, we do love to see how the children
take the learning in different ways - their questions often take our learning off on a tangent which we love!

Explorers in Year 1

This half term, year 1 children will be finding out about the life and achievements of Neil Armstrong.
We will find out the significance of space travel and exploration and look at how this has changed
on a timeline. We will find out about the Apollo 11 Mission to the Moon. In geography, we are
finding out about polar places and learning about what it's like to explore the Arctic and Antarctic.
We will find out about polar animals and carry out an investigation into insulation. We will also
begin recapping the Nativity story in RE and look specifically at why gifts are given at Christmas.




What is happening in Y2?

Year 2 will be focusing on our local area in Geography this half term, identifying and
comparing human and physical features. In Science, we will be exploring seasonal changes,
as well as deepening our understanding of materials, their properties and the ways in which
we can change these. Team building and yoga will be our focus in PE, with the Nativity and
the theme of Light guiding our learning in RE. In music, we will continue to prepare for our
Christmas production and in DT, our lessons will allow us to deconstruct and reproduce a
range of axels and wheels as part of a new vehicle.

What is happening in Y3/4?
In Science, the children are exploring States of Matter, focusing on solids, liquids, and gases, and investigating how
materials can change from one state to another. In PE, our focus is on Netball and Gymnastics, where the children are
developing their teamwork skills, improving their communication, and supporting one another during group
activities. In French, the children are learning to name the days of the week and months of the year, as well as finding
out about different French Christmas decorations and traditions. In History, we are turning our attention to the Stone
Age. The children will be ordering key historical events within this era, describing the main features of the Stone Age,
Bronze Age, and Iron Age, and evaluating the changes and developments between these fascinating periods. In
Music, the children are busy preparing for their Christmas performance. Some of our Year 3 and Year 4 pupils will
continue to attend swimming lessons, while others will take part in brass lessons. These sessions run on a cycle, and
teachers will keep parents updated on when their child will be participating.

What is happening in Y5?

Year 5 have a busy term ahead! In Science, we will explore the theme of ‘growing up,
growing old'. We will discuss how humans change as we grow, as well as work
scientifically to compare the gestation periods of different mammals. In DT, we will be
getting creative in the kitchen, creating recipes for a nutritionally dense spaghetti
bolognese. It would be great if you could share any recipes that the children make at
home, we'd love to see these on seesaw! Finally, we will be stepping back in time to the
Victorian era in History this term; exploring how Queen Victoria's family was influential
throughout the British Empire. We will also explore some of the key inventions of the era
and consider the impact that they have had upon our lives today. Year five have already
begun rehearsals for our Christmas performance, and cannot wait to share this with you
later in the term!

What is happening in Y6?
This half term, Year 6 will be diving into some exciting lessons. In Science, children will be experimenting with a range
of components to draw and test simple electrical circuits, exploring how electricity

flows and identifying conductors and insulators in different contexts. In RE,
alongside following the Nativity story, the children will study the Gospels to
compare and contrast the different accounts of Jesus' birth, searching for themes
such as light, peace and hope within scripture and their own traditions. In PE, they

will focus on gymnastics and yoga—perfecting balances, practising forward and
backward rolls, and developing tension, control and core strength through safe use
of apparatus and mindful movement. In Geography, the class will investigate global
earthquake locations and use their understanding of tectonic plates to explain how
earthquakes occur, as well as consider their long- and short-term impacts. In DT and

Computing, children will explore seasonal foods and learn how to prepare balanced
meals, while also using GarageBand on the iPads to experiment with sound
production to enhance digital presentations. In Music, excitement is building as
Christmas approaches, with Year 6 busy learning an array of festive songs for the
much-loved annual panto performance.




Springmoor Christmas Fair
We are very excited to share with you the details of our first ever Christmas at Springmoor fair. Please see posts on
SeeSaw and our social media pages for more information. We will be opening up the school hall to local
craftspeople and businesses for you to begin (or continue) your Christmas shopping while supporting the school and
local businesses. Friends of Springmoor Grange will also be there on the day to raise funds for the school - there will
be marshmallow dipping, a teddy tombola and teas, coffees and Christmas treats. Spennymoor Youth Town Band
will be adding to the Christmas spirit with their performances of some festive tunes. We really hope you can make it
along on the day - please share this information far and wide, helping to make our first Christmas Fair one to
remember!
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Friends of Springmoor Grange — Non-Uniform Day — Thursday 27" November
On Thursday 27" November, the children can attend school wearing their own clothes. For this non-uniform day, our
Friends of Springmoor Grange ask that each child donates an item of chocolate to be added to Christmas hampers

which will then be raffled at each phase Christmas event. Chocolate donations can be brought into school on the
27th and given to class teachers. Thank you for your ongoing support.

Weekly Class Charts Top Scorers

Reception Boden R and Rayna M Year 4 Anna W
Year 1 Kaiser W Year 5 Skylar J
Year 2 Indiana F Year 6 Martha G
Year 3 Ezra M

Attendance and Punctuality

Overall attendance for the week is 93.8% and the Year Group with the highest attendance is Year OMENTS

5 with 97.8%. The overall school attendance for the academic year is 94.5% for the whole school MATTER'

and 95.4% for children in Reception to Year 6. NCE
ATTENDA

, : : . S.
The Primary starts at 8:30am, with the gates opening from 8:20am. Please ensure that your child COUNT

is at school on time so that they do not miss out on any learning. This week, we have had 79 late minutes and lost
learning time.




Dates for the Diary

Monday 17™ and Tuesday 18" November

Swallow Class — Parent Consultations

Saturday 22" November

10am - 2pm - Springmoor Grange Christmas Fair

Monday 24" November

Reception — Year 6 Flu Vaccinations

Thursday 27™ November

Friends of SGS Non-Uniform Day
Suggested Donation - Chocolate

Friday 28" November

PD Day - School Closed

Monday 15t and Tuesday 2" December

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 visiting Santa at
Spennymoor Town Hall

Wednesday 3 December

1:45pm — Nursery Christmas Stay and Play and Crafts

Thursday 4" December

1:45pm — Reception Christmas Crafts

Friday 5" December

10:20am and 1:45pm — Buttercups Christmas Stay
and Play

Wednesday 10" December

9:30am and 2pm - Reception Christmas Performance

Thursday 11% December

9:30am and 2pm Year 3/4 Christmas Performance

Thursday 11% December

Christmas Jumper Day
Suggested Donation — £1

Monday 15" December

9:30am and 2pm Nursery Christmas Performance

Tuesday 16" December

9:30am and 2pm Y1/2 Christmas Performance

Wednesday 17" December

9:30am and 2pm Year 5/6 Christmas Performance

Thursday 18™ December

Christmas Party Day

Friday 19" December

Close for Christmas Break

Monday 5t January 2026

Open for the Spring Term




Safeguarding Update
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Al=GENERATED VIDEOS

Al-generated videos ore incraosingly difficult to spot and eary 1o share. From fake news clips to deepioke
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MANIPULATION
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Meet OQur Expert

Erencon O'Kestle is 0 heodteother and dighol educotion consultant
with over o decade of oxperionce in educotion, As Dicector of l"lqv"!‘

Suniegy acroes multipls schooks ond an cdvisor 1o The Motk

College. he speciaiises in digitol satety, PREVENT, and postoral care.
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TALK ABOUT TRUST

Atwuys koep tnes of communication apen, It a chikl sees somathing

upsstting or unbelievctie, they shoukd Mel safe discusaing it without

jdgement, Crecin on sovircament where they Rnew they wil not get in troutse for
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STRENGTHEN PRIVACY SETTINGS

Advise children not 1o sbare voice notes. selfins o1 persondd videcs co

public plotfurms. Al 100k oftun serope contend from secial media 1o

croate deoplokes. Use privacy controls to limit who can see their content and
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Uaers of this guide do 20 at their own diacretion. No liobility ls sntered into. Currant as of the dats of relecas: 12.11,2028




Class News — Swallow

This mreek in...

s SWALOW CASS

In English. children have been exploring a
rags to riches tale — Cinderella This week

Year & have been working hard in maths this
week, focusing on Lmprowing their speed and

aceuracy on Times Table Rockstars. Year 3 have they have been _Q;‘\J
also shown greot determination as theg practise tearning to use _i’
additicn and subtraction, learning how to fronted adverbials .~
exchange confidently fo add|  variety %
AT A and detail to their 4
!Ji‘. /.
— writing, innovating
the cpening o‘f our
model text
NUTIFICATION & DIVISION,
cmswulr\g
comprehension

q'uesttor\s. and ensuring their sentences are

structured clearly and make sense.

In History our focus has been on the Stone
Age. The children have discussed hey events
from the Stone Age, Ice Age and Bronze
Age. exploring how early humans lived. the
teols they created and the ways they survived

In Sctence, the children have been learning about tn challenging environments

solids, liquids and gases This week. they explored
how a solid can change into a liquid by cbserving
the melting process of Lee. The children made
thoughtful predicticns and discussed how

temperature can cause chonges in state.

In Music we have been busy practisin 5 . ;
i M f orran - g In PE we have been ptaying netball and
or our Christmas performance and cant :
f P showcasing excellent teamwork skills both on
watt to share it with everycne sconl snd fo R
tr ot AL

N o« BT
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We'd like to remind familics that meeekly Times Table Rockstars competitions
are running for children to complete at home — a great way to build




