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Happy New Year!

Welcome back to the Spring Term — although the weather has certainly felt more winter like! The children have
settled back into routine well following the Christmas break. They have made a great start to new topics - everyone is
working very hard. Keep this up Team SGS - let's make 2026 a positive year!

Goodbye and Good Luck Miss Harvey

Today is a sad day as we say goodbye to Miss Harvey who has been a valuable member of our Wraparound Care
team. Throughout this time, she has worked hard to ensure our children are kept safe and have fun. | am sure that you
will join me in wishing her success and luck in her new role.

Diary Dates

At the end of this newsletter are the key dates for this term — we may have to add a few more along the way but tried
to finalise as many as possible to share with you. Please remember that if you can't attend an event to not worry, the
staff are always there to help and support the children.

Careers Day

On Monday, we enjoyed an exciting and inspiring Spring 1 Careers Day, where all of the children explored a wide range
of careers through engaging activities and discussions. The children learnt about different career pathways, the skills
needed, and what day-to-day life looks like in each role.

e Nursery — Police e Year 3 — Electricians

e Reception — Travel Agents e Year 4 — Dentists

e Year 1 - Zookeepers e Year 5 - Historians

e Year 2 — Painters/Artists e Year 6 — Genealogists

The children showed great curiosity and enthusiasm as they explored these roles and shared their learning with one
another. It was wonderful to see them thinking about their future aspirations and the many possibilities available to
them. Please check your child's Seesaw page for photos and highlights from the day. We look forward to continuing
to inspire and explore more careers throughout the year!

What is happening in Nursery this half term?

This half term we will be talking about past events and retelling them to our friends in our Seesaw T
News. We will be continuing to practise listening to our friends when they are talking. When we are

thinking about the weather we will be talking about how the seasons change and what kinds of

weather we might expect at this time of year. We will be relating this to keeping ourselves warm = ,;‘ AV
when going outside and will be practising the skills of putting on our own coat and taking it back off "h)y

too. Around Valentine's day we will be celebrating all of the people we love and talking about what

makes them special. In Physical development we will be practising making lines and drawing and

giving meanings to what we draw. When looking at groups of objects in Maths we will be looking at the language of
more and fewer and making our groups too. We will continue to count to 10 and beyond as well as beginning to
look at the numerals to 5.



Let's Explore in Reception

This half term we are becoming explorers in Reception - looking at what skills we need to be an explorer. We will
read books about travelling around the world and learn about all of the different encounters that explorers may
come across on their travels. We will be looking at different modes of transport too - from
old fashioned planes to modern day trains. In one of our stories, we will be lucky to learn all
about Polar Animals - we will be learning all about these animals and will be using technology
to watch some polar animals as they are cared for in Edinburgh Zoo. Alongside our topic, we
will be continuing our Phonics learning moving on to Phase 3 sounds - these are much trickier
but we are up for the challenge! In Maths, we will be learning how to make different amounts
and begin to look at what a calculation looks like. In PE, Mrs Walker is going to be teaching
us to dance - moving our bodies in time to the beat of music. These are all the things we have planned for the
children but, as always, if there's something more interesting to them we will adapt our learning to suit them.

What is happening in Year 1 this half term?

We will be learning about human and physical features in Geography and seeing which ones we can identify in the
school grounds. In Science, we will be classifying animals and finding out about vertebrates and invertebrates,
including an interesting investigation into spiders. In Art, we are going to be printmaking. We will be using primary
colours and using colour mixing to create secondary colours for use in our prints. We will be hearing some stories
from the Bible all about the miracles of Jesus in our unit 'Why is Jesus Special to Christians?' We will also be working
on team building skills and completing a dance unit in PE.

What is happening in Year 2 this half term?

This half term in Year 2 we are learning about the different food groups and where food comes from in our Science
lessons. In History we are focusing on James Cook and finding out about his explorations, whilst in PE we will be
exploring our creative side through dance. In RE lessons we will be thinking about belonging in Christianity and PSHE
will be encouraging us to think positively and understand the benefits this can bring to our wellbeing.

What is happening in Years 3 and 4 this half term?
This Spring term in Years 3 and 4, we have an exciting curriculum planned. In Science, pupils will be learning about
teeth and healthy eating, developing their investigative skills by carrying out simple experiments to explore the
effects different liquids have on our teeth. They will also study the digestive system,
» learning about the important role each part plays and tracing the journey food takes from
J o entering to leaving our bodies. In PE, children will be getting stuck into new units of dance
and football, where they will develop coordination, teamwork and movement skills.
_ Swallow Class will also continue to develop their swimming skills, focusing on technique,
y stamina and water confidence—we are really looking forward to seeing the children grow
p » ' in confidence and independence in the pool. In Art, we will be exploring still life, studying
- the work of a range of artists and experimenting with different materials and techniques
before putting our artistic skills to the test by creating our own still life artwork. Please
keep an eye on our SeeSaw page to see our work in progress. In Geography, our focus is Switzerland as a contrasting
European country. We will explore its physical and human geography, learning about climate, wildlife and landscapes,
and making thoughtful comparisons between Swiss and UK landmarks and ways of life.
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What is happening in Year 5 this half term?

This Spring term, Year 5 will enjoy a rich and exciting curriculum across all subjects. In
Science, pupils will explore the topic Out of This World, while in RE they will learn how
Jewish people worship in the synagogue; PE lessons will focus on developing skills in
rugby and dance. Our Geography work takes us to Brazil, where we will compare its
human and physical features with those of the North-East, and in French we will
practise language skills through the theme of going to the market. In Art, pupils will
develop their understanding of landscape and cityscape artwork by exploring
contemporary artists such as Vanessa Gardiner, The Shoreditch Sketcher and Kittie
Jones, learning about mixed media and using this knowledge to inspire their own
creative work.




What is happening in Year 6 this half term?

This half term, Year 6 have an exciting and varied curriculum planned. In Science, pupils will explore Evolution and
Inheritance, developing their understanding of how living things change over time. In History, they will compare and
contrast Ancient Benin with other civilizations, while Art lessons will focus on Activism, encouraging pupils to use
creativity to express powerful messages. In Computing, children will create a Keynote presentation linked to their
topic as a spark for learning, and in Music they will work on composition skills. PE lessons will include volleyball and
dance, building teamwork, coordination and confidence. In RE, pupils will consider how and why people care about
the environment, while PSHE will focus on Thinking Positive and wellbeing. In MFL, children will learn language linked
to playing sport, rounding off a busy and engaging half term.

The National Year of Reading 2026

Reading is a vital life skill and something that should be celebrated. The National Year of Reading 2026 is a UK-wide
campaign designed to inspire more people to make reading a regular part of their lives - adults as well as children.
We are busy planning lots of exciting activities that will take place in school so stay tuned for more information about
these. For more information on how you can get involved at home, visit www.goallin.org.uk .

Supporting Independence: Dressing for PE and Coats
As part of helping the children become more independent, we are encouraging them to dress and undress
themselves for PE and to zip up their own coats where possible.

It would be really helpful if you could practise these skills at home with your child, including:
e Putting on and taking off PE clothes.
e Turning clothes the right way around.

e Doing up zips on coats (starting the zip and pulling it up).

These small but important skills help the children feel confident, save learning time in school, and support their
independence as they grow. Thank you for your continued support.

Weekly Class Charts Top Scorers

Reception Theo W, Verity H and Year 4 Frankie M
Birdie W
Year 1 Isaac C Year 5 Mylo M
Year 2 Eden H Year 6 Rosie H
Year 3 Warren P and
Sienna R

Attendance and Punctuality

Overall attendance for the week is 96.0% and the Year Group with the highest attendance

is Year 5 with 98.3%. The overall school attendance for the academic year is 93.8% for the MOMENTS
whole school and 94.6% for children in Reception to Year 6. MATTER,

NDANCE

The Primary starts at 8:30am, with the gates opening from 8:20am. Please ensure that
your child is at school on time so that they do not miss out on any learning. This week, we
have had 196 late minutes and lost learning time.


http://www.goallin.org.uk/

Dates for the Diary

Wednesday 14" January

8:45am — Y2 Maths Parent/Carer Workshop

Thursday 15™ January

8:45am — Y1 Maths Parent/Carer Workshop

Monday 19t - Friday 26™ January

Y5/6 Paris Residential

Wednesday 28" January 8:45am — Y4 English Parent/Carer Workshop
Thursday 29™ January 8:45am — Y3 English Parent/Carer Workshop
Thursday 29™ January 5pm — Y6 SATs Information Evening

Tuesday 3 February

1:45pm — Reception Phonics Stay and Play

Thursday 12t February

8:45am — Y6 English Parent/Carer Workshop

Friday 13% February

8:45am — Y5 English Parent/Carer Workshop

Friday 13t February

Friends of Springmoor Grange — Spread The Love — Wear Red
Suggested Donation — £1- Friends Fund

Wednesday 18" February

NSPCC Speak Out and Stay Safe Workshops — Y2, Y5 and Y6

Friday 20™ February

3pm Close for Half Term

February Half Term

Monday 2"¢ March

Children back to school
Careers Day — Spring 2

Tuesday 3™ March

10:15am and 2pm — Buttercups Stay and Play

Thursday 5% March

World Book Day

Thursday 5% March

Nursery Library Visit

W/C 9t March

Whole School — Parent/Carer Consultations

Wednesday 11t March

SGS Science Day

Monday 16" March

2pm — Reception Mother’s Day Event

Tuesday 24 March

Reception Vision Screening

Wednesday 25" March

2pm —Y1, Y2 and Y6 Easter Service — St Andrew’s Church

Thursday 26" March

2pm — Y3, Y4 and Y5 Easter Service — St Andrew’s Church

Monday 30" March

1:45pm — Reception Egg Decorating

Tuesday 31t March

2pm — Nursery Easter Bonnet Parade

World Autism Awareness Day — Non-Uniform — Light it up BLUE!

Thursday 2" April Suggested Donation — £1 — School Fund
3pm Close for Easter
Easter Holiday
Monday 20 April Children back to school

Careers Day — Summer 1




Safeguarding Update
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10.Top!Tips'for:Parentsiand Educatorsi

START EARLY
CONVERSATIONS

Begn etking obeut oedine bahaviour

from the moment chikiren stort using
cevices. Uso oge-oppropriate longuoge and
revisit topics regularly, moking it clar theycon |
spetk 1o you about arything that upsats or
conhuses ihen, Kooping these chats opon haipa
Bl trust, 5o children are mare likely 10 come to
you whaen feeded

> PROMOTE SAFER
SHARING

Children can ovarshanm witheut understonding
the risks. Remind tham thot photos, locationa. or
meszages can be copled or shared bayond their
Intended audiunce. Explain how even private
IVEsSages Of Group chats con bo saved end /e
mnused Tolk obout what x oppropnate to post.
mwsssage, and who It's scde to share with,
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5 ENCOURAGE
DIGITAL BALANCE

.

Many appe and garmes ore designed to =
keop users angaged through rewards, likes,
of constort updotes. Thase feutures oan moke it
herd for ehildiem 10 switch off. Tulk openly chout
Now theae systams work and help children
recognise when it's time to take 0 bracs
Nudiding in tech - fres rautines supperis o

o boloncs and of theie scrven
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4 CREATE A SAFE SPACE
FOR CONCERNS

When children come 10 you with o concesn.
respond wieh interest and care, rathes tham

with alarm. Keeping yous reccticn meatured
helps them leel sofe ond supported. This
coesn't meon ignoring serous Issues; & meons
howing that youl're thare 10 haln. When chiidmn
Ltrust thent they can speak apenly, Ihey're more
likely to feel supparted through unpleasant
ording sxperiancos, and to ack for hedp in future

g STAY INFORMED
AND CURRENT

Wath emerging technologies ke A

maoving andd changing so quickly, It

Imporiont ka :my upccind on haw childran are
using new platferms, appt and gormes, Ak
thom to show you what thay uso and fot them
take 1he ad o8 you explore tagether. This
opent up volucile comwrsatians and halps you
sicy ahead of emerging sisks and trende.

Meet Qur Expert

Home to the workt's lorgest CPD ibrory for educotors, The Notlonol
Colinge bas transtarmed the way sducation sstobishments go about
developing iheir workiarces ond managing compliance. Our three
memberships help off phoses and typea of sotting roise standards, save

of
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time, reduce risk. and bulld a cultare of Improverment

..

X @wake_up_weds

n [wuw.thenationalcollege @wakeup.wednesday
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¢ TEACH CRITICAL
THINKING

Talk to chiidvun about hew Lo recogrine
wevelioblo infermation or soome ontine

With &l-generated videos, photos, and storlos
becorning hardur Lo spet, halp chlddren question
what Ihey 300 end enceuroge Ui 10 leok for
evidence, chotk 30Urces, and ook quastions.
These skt will halp themn cvold risks, moks
st cholces, und devwlop Peality babits for
e future.

SET CLEAR '
BOUNDARIES

Irvwertve chilcieun in cosversctians

cbout device usoge so thiy leel inciuded.
Aqree on digitol rules such as screen-time
limits, oge - appropriote appe, and na devices n
bedrocens avernight. Use patental controls to
biock of Biter harmiful corent ond explain thot
rules are there to protect and wapport them, hot
ta epoll ther fun

8 LEAD BY EXAMPLE

Children offen copy the behaoviour ot

edults ground them. Show them whot
balanced, respectiul, and mumdiul wee of
tochnology looks ke, such a3 avoicing scrolivg
daring fomity tirme and speoaking kindly In
mussages ¥ you sxpect carloin betuavour frum
e onling, moke SUNe your own hobits reflect
the some stanaards
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EXPLORE PRIVACY
SETTINGS TOGETHER

Show children how fo use privacy teels on
cppe gemid, end webtites. Teech them ta
W50 olrong pesswords, DIock or report others
In mspanss to protilemes, and avord sharing
persanal detalts, Crplors setlings together 30
they leel conficent and in control and sxplein
that these features are thaes 1o halp them stoy
wafe onire.
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KNOW WHERE &
TO GET HELP & 4

Familiaras yourssll with fools ang organisatians
thot suppert anline saluly. The Naticeal! College
offers online safety guides ond webinars which
provide Bps on sloying sofe Webedtes ke
Repart Marmiul Contunt and CIOP con be vand
£ report whan something gows wrang, Shaw
childron how to report of block users, and whoee
0 go I thoy foel unsafe. Moke Mew they knos
that peking for heip s always the right thing to
do, and De preparod 10 SUPPon tham
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