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Welcome to the Summer Term!

Everyone has settled back into routine well following the Easter break. We have also enjoyed the sun shining and we have
been able to access the school field which has been a hit with the children! The Summer Term is always a busy term — | have
added diary dates to the end of the newsletter. We look forward to seeing parents and carers at different events across the
term.

What is happening in Nursery this half term?
During this half term, Nursery will be learning new songs and rhymes and practising saying them with actions. In Maths, we
will be continuing to subitise amounts to 3 and talk about how the numbers are made up e.g. 3 is made up of 1, 1, 1 or, 2
and 1 or 1 and 2. We will also be using the language of size when comparing

groups. We will be talking about the properties of shapes and we will make 4. g B w7 ~‘.' &
shape pictures. We will be reading lots of books and retelling our favourite ones W 5 } Lo o 45 :
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using puppets and masks. We will continue to practise the movements from # ft \\’J’!’[s Y .J'E‘ i'.. ?
Squiggle While You Wiggle, which will help us to develop strong gross and fine | P IS
motor skills. In Art, we will be using a variety of different media such as chalks,
watercolours and paints to create our pictures. We will be watching our caterpillars grow over time and will release them
when they are butterflies. Continuing our Seasons discussions, we will be noticing the change in the weather and will look

for signs of Spring when we go on our Spring walk around school.
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Amazing Animals in Reception

This half term, we will be learning about how to care for animals in the world around us. Lots of us have pets at home, or
know someone who has a pet but we will be looking at all of the different things we have to do to care for these animals.
Then we will learn about the animals that live in our local environment - particularly insects and minibeasts. We'll be thinking
whether these animals need the same care as our pets, or do they need different care from us? This week, we have had a
special delivery of some caterpillars in to our class - we are going to watch them
grow and learn about their life cycle - | wonder will it be similar to the life cycle
of a frog which we learned about last half term. In Maths, we will be learning
how different numbers are composed using a ten frame. We will also be
practising our writing skills more, trying to use writing in our play. We can write
appointment slips in the vet's surgery, write a diary of the changes we notice in
the caterpillars or even write directions for a new road system for the bikes in
the outdoor area. As always, we have these lovely plans in place but will always
follow the children's interests as they arise.

What is happening in Year 1 this half term?

In Year 1, we are beginning to look at the Seaside. We are going to think about what we like to do when we go to the beach
and how this has changed since Victorian times. During our history unit, we will look at photos from the past and consider
what has changed and what is the same or similar. In science, we are observing, identifying and drawing plants including
trees and we are finding out about different plant parts. We will be going on leaf and plant hunts in the school grounds and
identifying some deciduous and evergreen trees. In RE, we are learning about Buddhism, including when and where
Buddhism started and some key principles of the religion. We will have the chance to look at some Buddhist artefacts, hear
some Buddhist stories and learn about some key symbols in Buddhism. In English, we will be listening to a new story each
week and completing writing tasks to show our understanding of the story. We are also working hard in phonics. In maths,
we are learning to count groups of 2, 5 and 10 and will begin working on repeated addition.



What is happening in Year 2 this half term?

Year 2 are excited to be gardeners this half term, learning all about the life cycle of a plant in Science and how we can
provide the correct conditions for them to grow. In RE, we are exploring the life of St Cuthbert, his time at Lindisfarne and
how he remains a key Christian saint to the people of the North East. History sees us looking at change over time, thinking
about how the lives of children and our local area have changed over the last 100 years. In PE, we are focusing our throwing
and catching skills toward work on net and wall games, and in Art, we will be finding out more about the work of an architect
and how we can use 3D shape knowledge to create our own plans and structures.

A Summer of Creativity and Curiosity in Y3/4
This term in Year 3/4, children will be developing their artistic skills by exploring
sculptures and creating texture using clay and oil pastels, culminating in designing and
making their own bird’s nest from clay. In History, they will be learning about the
3 Anglo-Saxons, including why they settled in Britain, what life was like during this period,
.-/— é‘/\,f‘é . and how Anglo-Saxon Britain was governed, using a range of sources to support their
 — \ —— understanding. In RE, the focus will be on how and why different religions care for
others, including exploring how Christians help others, how and why Sikhs practise
Sewa, and the significance of Mitzvah Day. In Science, pupils will study the unit ‘Power
It Up’, where they will learn to identify the components of a circuit, understand how to
work safely with electricity, and design and build their own circuit with a switch. In French, the children will learn to name a
variety of fruits and vegetables and practise asking others what they would like. In PE, children will continue their swimming
lessons in Mr Bache's class, whilst other classes take part in fitness activities and developing their skills in rounders.

What is happening in Year 5 this half term?

Another term, another busy schedule for Y5! We have an exciting term ahead, full of new learning opportunities. In Science,
we will be exploring cycles of life. This will allow us to understand how plants and animals reproduce and compare the life
cycles of different animal groups. Our Geography unit this term is ‘mapwork’, which will provide the opportunity to explore
maps of the local area and apply knowledge from our previous History unit, the Prince Bishops. In art, children will explore
landscape art and house portraits, learning how artists use colour, shape and perspective to represent the world around
them. The term will end with a collaborative project, where children work together (with parents) to create a shared piece
of artwork inspired by local buildings, celebrating their learning and creativity. Finally, we have our visit to Eden Camp to
look forward to on Wednesday 6th May, where we will introduce our upcoming WW2 History topic. We can't wait!

Year 6 - Preparing for Success and Exciting Summer Learning Ahead

Year 6 are set for a busy and focused start to Summer 1 as they prepare for their upcoming
SATs. With only a few weeks to go, everyone is working incredibly hard and showing great
determination to do their very best. Alongside this important focus, pupils will continue to
take part in a broad and engaging curriculum. In PE, they will be developing their skills in
Rounders and Outdoor Adventurous Activities, while in RE they will be exploring the
question, "What can we learn about religious diversity in our area?” In History, the children
will be learning about Vikings and Saxons and their battle for Britain, and in Science they will
be studying how living things are classified. Once SATs are complete, there will be time to
look ahead to some exciting end-of-year activities, including beginning rehearsals for the
leavers’ show and designing their own clothing in art, such as a dress, t-shirt or even a
football top. They will also enjoy spending some special time with their buddies.

Weekly Class Charts Top Scorers

Reception Robin C Year 4 Matilda L
Year 1 Lexi B Year 5 Harper S
Year 2 Emmie C Year 6 Patsi H
Year 3 Sienna R




Attendance and Punctuality
Overall attendance for the week is 94.6% and the Year Group with the highest attendance is

Year 4 with 96.2%. The winning class this week was EIm Class with 99.1% - well done! MO MTEENJS
MATTER,
The overall school attendance for the academic year is 93.6% for the whole school and 94.5% ATTENDANCE

for children in Reception to Year 6. COUNTS
The Primary starts at 8:30am, with the gates opening from 8:20am. Please ensure that your child is at school on time so
that they do not miss out on any learning. This week, we have had 339 late minutes and lost learning time.

Safeguarding Update

What{Parents|&iEducatorsiNeed|tojknow/about!
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Dates for the Diary

Saturday 25" April

10am — 2pm Springmoor Spring Clean Out

Friday 15* May

8:30am — Springmoor SENDSations Support Group

Monday 4" May

School Closed — Bank Holiday Monday

Wednesday 6" May

Year 5 — Visit to Eden Camp

Monday 11" May — Thursday 14" May

KS2 SATs

Monday 18" May

2pm — Kingfisher Class — Parent/Carer Workshop

Tuesday 19" May

2pm — Swallow Class — Parent/Carer Workshop

Wednesday 20" May

2pm — Owl Class — Parent/Carer Workshop

Thursday 21t May

2pm — Y5 Parent/Carer Workshop

Friday 22" May

3pm Close for Half Term

May Half Term

Monday 1 June

Children back to school

Monday 1°t June

Careers Day — Summer 2

Monday 15t June - Friday 12t June

Year 4 Multiplication Check

Friday 5% June

Nursery — Visit to Hall Hill Farm

Monday 8" June — Friday 12" June

KS1 Phonics Screening Check

Wednesday 10" June

2pm - Y6 Parent/Carer Workshop

Monday 15" June

Phototronics — Nursery Graduation Photos

Tuesday 16 June

1:30pm — Nursery Sports Day
Reserve Date — Tuesday 23" June

Wednesday 17" June

Y6 — Whitworth Park Transition Day

Wednesday 17" June

1:30pm — Reception Sports Day
Reserve Date — Wednesday 24" June

Thursday 18" June

1:30pm - Y1/2 Sports Day
Reserve Date — Friday 26" June

Friday 19" June

Wear Pink for Team Solan Day

Friday 19t June

1:30pm - Y3/4 Sports Day
Reserve Date — Friday 3 July

1:30pm - Y5/6 Sports Day

Monday 22" June Reserve Date — Wednesday 8" July
Monday 22" June 1:45pm — Reception Father's Day Event
Thursday 25" June Outdoor Education Day
Sunday 28" June — Wednesday 1 July Y6 Residential to Newby Wiske Hall
Tuesday 30" June 2pm — Y1 Parent/Carer Workshop

Wednesday 15t July

2pm — Y2 Parent/Carer Workshop

Friday 3™ July 10:15am and 2pm — Buttercup Stay and Play
Monday 6" July Reception — Visit to Seaham Marina
Thursday 9t July SpringFest

Friday 10t July

Years 3 and 4 - Visit to Jarrow Hall

Wednesday 15 July

1:45pm — Nursery Graduation

Thursday 16™ July

9am — Year 6 Celebration Assembly

Friday 17t July

2pm — Year 6 Guard of Honour

Friday 17t July

3pm Close for Summer

Summer Holiday

Tuesday 15t September

PD Day — School Closed

Wednesday 2" September

PD Day — School Closed

Thursday 3" September

Start of New School Year — Open to Children




